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Office of Personnel Management § 531.203 

Subpart A [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Determining Rate of 
Basic Pay 

SOURCE: 70 FR 31291, May 31, 2005, unless 
otherwise noted. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 531.201 Purpose. 
This subpart contains regulations of 

the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) implementing 5 U.S.C 5332, 5333, 
and 5334, which deal with setting and 
adjusting rates of basic pay for General 
Schedule (GS) employees. These regu-
lations are supplemented by regula-
tions on GS within-grade increases in 
subpart D of this part; GS quality step 
increases in subpart E of this part; lo-
cality rates in subpart F of this part; 
special rates in 5 CFR part 530, subpart 
C; and grade and pay retention in 5 
CFR part 536. 

§ 531.202 Coverage. 
This subpart covers employees who 

occupy positions classified and paid 
under the GS classification and pay 
system, as provided in 5 U.S.C. 5102 and 
5331 or other applicable laws. Law en-
forcement officers (LEOs) receiving 
LEO special base rates are covered by 
the GS classification and pay system, 
but receive higher base rates of pay in 
lieu of GS rates at grades GS–3 through 
GS–10. This subpart also covers GS em-
ployees who receive special rates under 
5 U.S.C. 5305 and 5 CFR part 530, sub-
part C. 

§ 531.203 Definitions. 
In this subpart: 
Agency means an Executive agency as 

defined in 5 U.S.C. 105 or an agency in 
the legislative branch with employees 
covered by this subpart. To the extent 
that the regulations in this subpart re-
late to non-GS service in the Federal 
Government, agency includes any other 
agency in the Federal Government. 

Demotion means a change of an em-
ployee, while continuously employed, 
from one GS grade to a lower GS grade, 
with or without a reduction in pay. 

Employee means an employee as de-
fined in 5 U.S.C. 2105 who is covered by 

this subpart. For the purpose of deter-
mining eligibility under the superior 
qualifications and special needs pay- 
setting authority in § 531.212 and apply-
ing the maximum payable rate provi-
sions in §§ 531.216 and 531.221 (which 
consider rates of pay received during 
non-GS service in the Federal Govern-
ment), employee also includes any em-
ployee as defined in 5 U.S.C. 2105 and— 

(1) An individual employed by the 
U.S. Postal Service or the Postal Rate 
Commission who would be considered 
an employee under 5 U.S.C. 2105 but for 
the exclusion in section 2105(e); and 

(2) An individual employed by a De-
partment of Defense or Coast Guard 
nonappropriated fund instrumentality 
(as described in 5 U.S.C. 2105(c)) for 
service covered by § 531.216 (for the pur-
pose of applying that section and 
§§ 531.211 and 531.212). 

Existing rate means the rate received 
immediately before a pay action takes 
effect, after processing a general pay 
adjustment and any other simulta-
neous pay action that is higher in the 
order of precedence under § 531.206. For 
example, the existing rate immediately 
before a promotion action must reflect 
any geographic conversion under 
§ 531.205 and any simultaneous within- 
grade increase or quality step increase. 

Federal Government means all entities 
of the Government of the United 
States, including the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice and the Postal Rate Commission. 
The District of Columbia is deemed to 
be part of the Federal Government 
with respect to employees of the gov-
ernment of the District of Columbia 
(DC) who were first employed by that 
government before October 1, 1987. A 
Department of Defense or Coast Guard 
nonappropriated fund instrumentality 
(as described in 5 U.S.C. 2105(c)) is not 
considered part of the Federal Govern-
ment except for the purpose of apply-
ing §§ 531.211 and 531.212 to employees 
covered by § 531.216 upon employment 
in a GS position. 

General Schedule or GS means the 
classification and pay system estab-
lished under 5 U.S.C. chapter 51 and 
subchapter III of chapter 53. It also re-
fers to the pay schedule of GS rates es-
tablished under 5 U.S.C. 5332, as ad-
justed under 5 U.S.C. 5303 or other law 
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